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SUB J : INDUSTRIAL DISTURBANCES AND AUSTRALIAN ELECTION 
REF: SYDNEY 843 

1. NOT SURPRISINGLY, THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
ALP, FACING A GENERAL ELECTION ON MAY 18, IS USING ITS 
INFLUENCE QUIETLY TO TAMP DOWN INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES WHICH 
MIGHT ERUPT INTO POLITICALLY DISADVANTAGEOUS 

WORK STOPPAGES BEFORE THE ELECTION. 

2. THE POWER PLANT WORKERS (PARA A REFTEL) ACCEPTED A COM- 
PROMISE WAGE INCREASE WITHOUT GAINING THEIR DEMANDS FOR A 
SHORTER WORK WEEK. UNLESS SOME NEW EVENT INTERVENES, 

THIS KEY POLITICALLY SENSITIVE AREA IS LIKELY TO BE QUIET 
THROUGH THE ELECTION. 

3. WATERSIDE WORKERS DISPUTE (PARA B REFTEL), HOWEVER, IS 
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STILL ACTIVE AND COULD ERUPT SERIOUSLY BEFORE MAY 18. ARBITRATION 
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COMMISSION AWARD OF DOLS15.00 WEEKLY INCREASE TO BUILDERS IN 
OTHER STATES HAS CREATED DEMAND FOR "FLOW ON" BENEFITS TO 
BUILDERS LABORERS IN NEW SOUTH WALES. FAILING THIS, UNION 
THREATENS A NATIONAL STRIKE DURING THE WEEK OF MAY 13. 

HOWEVER, DISPUTE GOES TO STATE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION ON 
MAY 10 AND MAY BE RESOLVED AT THAT TIME. 

HANNAH 
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